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With the middle of the year upon us, it continues to be a busy time at BRAMS, and over the
past month we’ve hosted World Elder Abuse Day events, run sessions on Rheumatic Heart
Disease, and facilitated Lifeline training.

We’re proud of our Bowel Cancer Screening Project, and you can read about the cancer care
and support our team is delivering by reading the story of Kevin, who has kindly shared his
cancer journey for our readers.
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BRAMS Bowel Cancer

Screening Project

Earlier this year, BRAMS launched its first dedicated bowel
cancer screening initiative.

The National Bowel Cancer Screening Program is not always
practical in the Kimberley, with Broome in a hot zone, a
transient population, and unreliable mail. BRAMS instead
uses our own FOBT kits, offering screening all year round with
active follow-up through our recall system.

We re-designed the kits to include everything needed to
complete the test, introduced a sample collection service to
remove transport barriers, and supported patients with SMS
reminders and follow-up calls that provide education, reduce
fear and build trust.

Since launching in April, 48 recalls have been created and 36
kits returned and processed - a 75 per cent completion rate.
Six patients were referred for further investigation.

Results are returned within days, allowing for quick follow-up and support.

Community feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. The project shows the important role
ACCHOs play in delivering culturally responsive, community-led healthcare, and that when local
barriers are removed and patients are supported, participation increases and lives can be saved
through early detection.

Welcome to Our:New Staff

Jennifer Drummond Luciana Gavarini Myka Barber-West William Knott

FDV Caseworker HR Officer Dlsablllty&A“Ied Health Finance Officer
Rostering & Scheduling Officer
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Rheumatic Heart Disease (RHD)
Education

We have had a great month of RHD sessions
with local kids!

Our Health Promotion team were at BOSCCA,
Cable Beach Primary, and Kimberley Kids
this week, running some fun activities which
included giant Jenga, cookie painting,
colouring in, and the huge germs and ladders
board game.

Each activity promotes important messages
about skin health, hygiene and avoiding Strep
Ainfections. They also frequently remind the
kids and staff of the importance of anyone
with skin sores or sore throats to get checked
at the clinic or doctors.

NEWSLETTER Broome Regional Aboriginal Medical Service 6 cl/e/ Coare fo-pﬁ,o-w



Women’s Wellness Day

In Bidyadanga this month, some of the
team attended the Women’s wellness days,
which enabled local women to connect
and strengthen well-being through cultural
activities on-country.

BRAMS were fortunate to participate in
both days, and yarn with attendees about
the harms of smoking and vaping, and
some of the options available for people
looking to cut back or quit.
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COMBI Training

We have been fortunate to have Dr Everold Hosein - Snr Communications consultant to the WHO
and UNICEF - delivering a Communication for Behavioural Impact (COMBI) workshop with our team
and a number of KAMS population health staff.

COMBI focuses on communication strategies that facilitate people acting on their health - not just
increasing awareness of health issues. The 5-day training is a condensed version of the 10-day
training held annually in New York, and will finish with draft COMBI plan presentations from our
participants.
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Lifeline Training
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K’lissa Roe recently facilitated two “This is Lifeline WA & 13YARN Awareness” sessions with
community organisations in Broome, including Broome Women’s Refuge and Broome
Recovery Centre.

These sessions created a welcoming space for connection, learning and meaningful
conversations about mental health, wellbeing and seeking support. Many participants were
learning about Lifeline WA and 13YARN for the first time, and it was encouraging to see such
strong engagement and thoughtful discussion throughout the presentations.

Participants shared that they now feel more aware of the support available through Lifeline
WA and 13YARN, and are more confident in sharing this knowledge with their families, friends
and communities.

By delivering these sessions, BRAMS is helping to ensure more people know where to turn
when they need support.
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This annual event is held on 15 June, and is an
opportunity for people in community to come together
and stand up against the abuse and neglect of older
people. The day is also used to increase community
members’ understanding of the abuse to which older
people are sometimes subjected.

Bringing community together, we were able to educate
people on how to seek support and who you can turn to
for help.

During the week of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, BRAMS hosted separate Men’s and
Women'’s groups on consecutive days as a way of being able to carry-out open, respectful
conversations about the safety and wellbeing of Elders in our community.

These group sessions provided a culturally safe and comfortable space for further in-depth
conversations to be had about the impacts of elder abuse, and the support that is available to
people in community.
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Elder Abuse Awareness Day Community Event

Date: Mon, 15 June 2026 + Speakers « Musicfentertainment
Thmes.20am = Jpm « Food &refreshments  « Transport available
Venue: Broame Surf Life Saving Club

WE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE MEMBERS in the community to join us at the
Broome Surf Life Saving Club to help raise awareness about the many forms of abuse
that older people experience and to promote their ights, safety, and wellbeing.

This is an opportunity for our community
to stand together against ELDER ABUSE.

hit-ed call Tammy on |
Transport? if you need asslftance
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Aged Care Beagle Bay Trip

Our Aged Care Respite Group recently
enjoyed a wonderful day trip to Beagle Bay,
where they had the opportunity to connect
with the Beagle Bay group and spend quality
time with friends and family.

The group shared a beautiful packed lunch,
enjoyed plenty of yarns, and spent time
reminiscing and reconnecting with one
another.

The day was filled with laughter,
conversations and meaningful social
connections. Everyone had such a great time
that we were invited back for their NAIDOC
celebrations.

It was fantastic to see our clients enjoying the opportunity to socialise while staying connected
to country, culture and community. These experiences are so valuable for wellbeing and the

feeling of belonging and connection.
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Communicable Disease &
Immunisation Conference
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| cLosivg THE
VACCINATION GAR

Emily attended the Communicable
Disease & Immunisation Conference

in Melbourne, which broadened her
knowledge and understanding of
communicable diseases, with a particular
focus on vaccine uptake, immunisation
strategies, and the importance of
improving vaccination coverage within
communities.

The conference provided her with

valuable insight into current public health

challenges, barriers to vaccine uptake, and evidence based approaches to increasing community
engagement and confidence in vaccination.

It also strengthened her understanding of the critical role immunisation plays in preventing
disease and protecting vulnerable populations, reinforcing the importance of culturally safe and
community-centred approaches to improving vaccination coverage.
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NAIDOC Opening Walk
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On 26 June, BRAMS staff joined hundreds of community members for the annual
Reconciliation Walk and Kullarri NAIDOC Opening Ceremony.

The 2026 NAIDOC theme, “50 Years of Deadly”, celebrates five decades of NAIDOC and
honours the resilience, leadership, achievements, and culture of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.

Beginning on Male Oval, the Reconciliation walk concluded with the official NAIDOC
opening ceremony on Weld Street, which featured local cultural performance, speeches,
and a smoking ceremony.
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NAIDOC Opening Walk
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Kevin’s Journey:

A Success Story in Cancer Care

Kevin Hawke was born in Geraldton, Western
Australia, in 1956 and is a proud Yindjibarndi
man from the Pilbara region. During his
younger years, he worked and travelled
extensively throughout the Pilbara and
Kimberley region, building strong connections
to country, culture, and community. He has
called Broome home for the past 30 years.

Now aged 70, Kevin enjoys an independent
and active lifestyle. He loves spending time
with family and friends, going fishing, taking
regular walks, and supporting his favourite
football team. With many friends and family
in the Broome area, Kevin values his strong
community connections and therich life
experiences that continue to shape who he
is today.

Six months ago, Kevin was referred to our
BRAMS Cancer Care Team following an
elevated PSA result; he had already missed
three urology appointments and had been
discharged from the specialist service. Ahome
visit by BRAMS Cancer Care Team identified
the issue - Kevin didn’t have access to a
phone, and had limited access to his mail, and
so was unaware of his appointments.

The team quickly arranged a new GP review
and referral, established a system for all
specialist correspondence to be sent directly
to BRAMS, and began coordinating Kevin’s
care.

From facilitating telehealth appointments
and arranging PATS travel, to explaining
procedures and advocating with specialist
services, the team worked closely alongside
Kevin every step of the way.

Kevin was sent down to Perth for diagnostic
investigations which resulted in a prostate
cancer diagnosis. Throughout his cancer
journey, Kevin faced numerous barriers,
including missed flights, lost luggage
containing important medication, housing
issues, and the challenges of navigating
complex health systems and being away from
family and country.

The BRAMS Cancer Care Team provided
practical support, advocacy, transport, care
coordination, medication management, and
ongoing communication with specialist teams
to ensure Kevin remained informed and
engaged in his care.

Kevin successfully completed his radiation
therapy at Sir Charlie Gairdner Hospital and
felt really proud to ring the bell at the Cancer
Centre after being declared cancer-free. On
his return to Broome, the BRAMS Cancer
Care Team welcomed him home, helped
replace lost house keys, ensured outstanding
housing repairs were completed, and assisted
with grocery shopping. Kevin is now linked

in with Aged Care support and a chronic
disease management clinic. Our team is now
managing and co-ordinating Kevin’s cancer
surveillance journey.

Kevin’s story highlights the critical role of
the NACCHO Cancer Program in supporting
Aboriginal people to access timely cancer
diagnosis and treatment. Through culturally
safe, patient-centred care, advocacy, and
practical support, the BRAMS Cancer Care
Team helped remove barriers to care and
supported Kevin to return home healthier,
stronger, and cancer-free.
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2 Dora St
Broome WA 6725

PO Box 1879
Broome WA 6725

www.brams.org.au
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